Darkest Star





Vice Admiral Darksaber, Aggressor Strike Force Battlegroups Commodore, had received a message from Vice Admiral Kano, Infiltrator Wing’s Executive Officer. Kano requested a personal reunion with Darksaber; he said he had some important news. Darksaber arranged for the ISD Intrepid, Darksaber’s Flagship to meet with the MC-80b Storm Hawk, Kano´s ship, in deep Space, away from curious eyes. Usually meetings between Imperial Star Destroyers and Mon Calamari Cruisers resulted in fierce confrontations. But in this case that would not happen, both ships were part of the Emperor’s Hammer Fleet. The ISD Intrepid was part of the Tie Corps and the MC-80b Storm Hawk was part of the Infiltrator Wing.





Darksaber was standing in Intrepid´s Bridge along side with Rear Admiral Wil Striker, the Commodore of the ship. They were observing the approach of the Shuttle “Trebuchet” carrying Vice Admiral Kano doing its approach on the ISD Intrepid; it was being escorted by a flight of A-Wings from Enforcer Squadron. All of a sudden an officer in Intrepid´s Bridge shouted!! 





“Sir! We have incoming fighters at 5 klicks!!!”


“What?” Replied Wil Striker “The location of this meeting was supposed to be secret! Identify them and launch Cobra Squadron for inspection.”





Down in the Hangar, Major Tissaya Argat, received the orders to deploy her former Squadron, Cobra Squadron. 





“Blade!!! Wake up!!! Time for action… LAUNCH!!!!!” She screamed in the Intercom 





CM Blade ran to his fighter as trained and as he had done many times before, but this time he was a CMDR, his first mission as CMDR. Close behind him was his wingman, LCM Justin





As soon as he got to the Assault Gunboat, he turned on his intercom. 





“Cobra, we are going to launch, you know the drill, as always Major Tissaya will give us more information about our mission where we are deployed.”





As he said that he wished he was in his Tie Phantom, but unfortunately all Tie Phantoms and Tie Vanguard from Cobra Squadron were being repaired, the whole squadron was using Assault Gunboats.





When they had already launched the first situation report came in. 





“ Cobra Squadron, intercept those 2 squadrons of Cloakshape Fighters, they are going to attack the Shuttle “Trebuchet”, you must help Infiltrator Wing A-Wings from Enforcer Squadron to protect the Shuttle. The Storm Hawk has launched remaining A-wings from Enforcer Squadron.”





A fast Space battle takes place with the A-Wings and Assault Gunboats quickly overtaking the Cloakshape Fighters.





A voice from the ISD Intrepid comes over the intercom to Cobra Squadron “Well done, pilots, we are now calculating coordinates to see where does fighters came from, they could not be this far into deep space without a Support vessel, Stand by please.” CM Blade identified that voice as his BGCOM, Vice Admiral Darksaber.





A few seconds later another voice came over the Intercom. “We located the coordinates, hyperspace to that location”





As soon as Cobra Squadron jumps in the new area, warheads target them. LT Bolan Remon´s Assault Gunboat explodes in a ball of fire. 





CM Blade reports in to the Intrepid “ The situation is hot here… just lost Bolan…. They have asteroids with warhead launchers… I see an Assault Frigate about 3 kicks away… .can’t  attack it…. Max I can do is try to identify it….”





“Cobra CMDR, send your squadron home, identify the frigate yourself if possible then get home also…..”





“Roger, Intrepid. CM Kettch, you heard it, take the squadron home, I am going to try and identify that ship”


“Yes Sir. Cobra Squadron, regroup on me, we are heading home. Good luck, Blade.”





While CM Blade, tried to identify the Assault Frigate, Cobra Squadron led by CM Kettch returned to the same area as the ISD Intrepid. It was the first time Kettch was in charge of the squadron, so he decided to do a fly by just to buzz RA Wil Striker in the bridge of the ship, Wil´s uniform got a few stains of coffee due to that incident that day…. Big mistake because VA Darksaber was on the bridge also… That joke cost CM Kettch a week’s salary… but it was worth it for him.. 





On the Bridge of the Intrepid everyone was waiting to hear from CM Blade… when all of a sudden he emerged from Hyperspace…he had done it… another successful mission done. He had identified the Assault Frigate as the “ Darkest Star”


That named sounded familiar to Darksaber……











Vice Admiral Darksaber was in his office studying a plan to attack and perhaps capture that Assault Frigate when Vice Admiral Kano entered the room. “DS, how has it been old chap, I have some bad news for you” “I reckon it is, someone went to some effort to kill you and prevent you from delivering it to me. Also I suspect that someone either has a spy in the ISD Intrepid or the MC80b Storm Hawk, otherwise how would he know of our meeting? “ “Well, I agree with your analysis of the situation, but now on to business. Do you remember Kirian Darkstar” “Yes, of course I do, a criminal I captured during Home Turf operation.” “Well, I got bad news for you, he escaped and is out to get his revenge from you” “Oh I see…” Darksaber then was silent for a moment… Kirian Darkstar was a pilot aboard ISD Immortal for a while when Darksaber was a Wing Commander there, before he went rogue, he stole a Tie Experimental M1 from Demon Squadron and escaped. Darksaber later on caught him during Infiltrator Wing’s Home Turf Operation, an operation meant to clean Karana system from criminal activity. Darksaber was deep into his thoughts when all of a sudden an explosion rocked the ISD Intrepid. Darksaber was quick to use his comm. to contact Wil.


“Wil, what happened??!!”


“Someone just escaped in a shuttle “Gekko”, but previous to that he set some explosive charges in the hangar bay so we can’t launch fighters for now, we can’t capture him”


“Damn. I didn’t want that traitor escaping, specially knowing he was in the Intrepid”


“Don’t worry, DS, I’ll tell Storm Hawk to launch its fighters” Kano said





The B-wings of Razor Squadron are launched from the MC80b Storm Hawk, they raced to disable the shuttle “Gekko” but some more Cloakshape Fighters appeared to face them. Easily dealt with. But it gave time for the Shuttle to Hyperspace to the zone where the “Darkest Star” was last seen.


The B-Wings were still able to disable it in that area and had to cover ATR Thor as it captured the Shuttle and brought it home, to the MC80B Storm Hawk while the ISD Intrepid was under repairs. All of the covering mission from Razor squadron was down under the fire of the warhead launcher asteroids in the area and the attack of another squadron of Cloakshape fighters.





Back in the ISD Intrepid, after all repairs were done, Vice Admiral Darksaber was again in his office talking to Vice Admiral Kano.





“Thank you for the help, Kano, and for returning Shuttle Gekko to us”


“ Yes, Razor Squadron did well, too bad that traitor killed himself before we could capture him, he must be really scared of Kirian Darkstar”


“Well he might have been, but I am not, I’ll get Kirian”











After some planning, Darksaber and Kano decided to launch an attack to capture the Assault Frigate “ Darkest Star “ and Kirian Darkstar. The ISD Intrepid would launch Diamondback Squadron composed of 8 Tie Defenders and 4 Missile Boats, and have ATR Turtle Standing by for capture, the MC80B Storm Hawk would launch Razor Squadron with its 12 B-Wings and have ATR Thor standing by for capture.





The Missile Boats from Diamondback attacked the warhead launcher asteroids with proton torpedoes while Razor Squadron B-Wings fought the remaining 2 squadrons of Cloakshape Fighters. The 8 Tie Defenders from Diamondback were assigned to disable the Assault Frigate “ Darkest Star”.


When it was disabled, first ATR Turtle and then ATR Thor if Turtle was destroyed were to move in and capture the Frigate.





The Mission was proceeding as planed but when the Frigate was disabled, a Tie Experimental M1 launched from the frigate and managed to escape to Hyperspace without being captured. All of a sudden the frigate exploded.





Vice Admiral Darksaber ordered all fighters to retreat to the ISD Intrepid as soon as possible; knowing Kirian Darkstar was sure to have booby trapped the area.





Vice Admiral Darksaber and Vice Admiral Kano meet one last time before the MC80B Storm Hawk returned to the Karana System.


“Sorry you could not capture him, DS.”


“Don’t worry, Kano, I’ll get him, I have not given up. Major Gidda from Diamondback managed to get his exit coordinates before leaving the area. It’s deep into New Republic space, so we can’t go there. But I have a plan, I might need you though, are you ok with it?”


“Sure, call me any time”


“Thanks for all your help, Kano”  








Back in his office, Vice Admiral Darksaber made plans, Kirian Darkstar had escaped to Greeop deep in New Republic; Darksaber could not just go there and capture him. He had to think of a plan, but first he needed more information.  He could not request Intelligence Division to go there, neither could he hire some well known Bounty Hunter.. Kirian Darkstar moved in that world and would know.


That is when Darksaber remembered Loup Skywalker, a young Bounty Hunter he meet during his last stay on his Home Planet. He would be perfect for this mission. Darksaber contacted him, unfortunately Loup didn’t have an available ship at the time, so Darksaber had to send ATR Turtle from the ISD Intrepid to get him from his home planet, and would let him use his personal craft, the YT-2000 Corellian Transport�"Aggressive Eclipse" for the mission itself as he could not use an Emperor’s Hammer craft.


Loup Skywalker launched from the ISD Intrepid to his mission in Greeop aboard the YT-2000 Corellian Transport “Aggressive Eclipse ”, Darksaber´s last words to him were “I don’t want a scratch in my craft!!!”





Loup’s mission was to head to Greeop, identify all ships in the area for EH Intelligence and find out where Kirian Darkstar was.





When Loup got there, the area around Blerthmore, the main planet in Greeop, was busy.  Around it, he could see some platforms and bases he already expected to see but that he had to gather information about, the RS Fleet Domed Command Complex, the Eagle's Nest Ship Yard Repair and Service Facility, the Aegis Communications Control, the Knight Spire Garrison and three other Orbital Platform Bases, BASE Stalwart, BASE Raptor and BASE Castor. Since he was treated as a normal civilian craft, he had little trouble identifying all of those. He also noticed that the Rebel Squadrons Flagship the ISD II Rebel Spirit was there, alongside the rest of its battlegroup, the M/FRG Resistance, the M/CRV Shadow, the GSP Phantom and the GSP Specter. All those inspected, he moved his attention to a little platform called “Wildcard”. After passing by it, he managed to log on to its database. He learned that Platform “Wildcard” was a casino and it was waiting for the arrival of Corellian Transport YT-2400 “Shield Runner” carrying a passenger called Kirian Darkstar. 


“ That’s it!” Shouted Loup excited. “I found our man” He said “ Reporting in to the Intrepid”


“ Good” Darksaber replied, “He is scheduled to arrive anytime soon, intercept him, unfortunately you can’t disable it, no ions, still attack it and drop its shields, it will be forced to hyper out, not to be destroyed. We might caught up with him in another system without such a Rebel presence”





The Aggressive Eclipse attacked the Shield Runner, dropping its shields. 





“What the hell is this!! Can’t you rebels protect your guests?! I’m out of here…” Loup heard Kirian say over the radio.





That was when the Rebels launched Kalidor and DD Squadrons. 1 X-Wing Squadron, Kalidor, and 1 A-Wing Squadron, DD. 





Instead of managing to follow the Shield Runner out of the system, Loup only managed to catch his direction, while fighting the 24 Fighters.. still Loup made it back to the Intrepid without scratching the YT-2000 “ Aggressive Eclipse” belonging to Vice Admiral Darksaber.





Vice Admiral Darksaber could be more satisfied with the mission. It was not a big success, Kirian was still at large, but the mission was not a waste either, he discovered the general direction Kirian was going, he managed to get Kirian out of Rebel protection and last but not least he got some nice information on information on Greeop System that Vice Admiral Troutrooper would surely love..


Exactly! Praetorian Squadron was partying near that region of Space, celebrating LC Shadd´s going away party and CPT Hunter promotion to CMDR. They surely would be Emperor´s Hammer closest combat unit. CPT Hunter was a personal friend and would surely help him out, and if Vice Admiral Troutrooper, Intelligence Division Supreme Director, needed some convincing to approve the mission, Darksaber could use the information he just got about Greeop.





After getting permission from Vice Admiral Troutrooper, Darksaber contacted CPT Hunter to brief him about the mission. They would have to look in about 3 possible systems just outside from Greeop System to see if the YT-2400 Corellian Transport is there. 





Praetorian Squadron left Stiletto platform, where it had been partying, commanded by CPT Hunter, in his Tie Praetor, CPT Hunter´s first mission as Elite Squadron Praetorian CMDR from Intelligence Division.





First Area that Praetorian searched it found nothing. 2º Area it searched it found a big convoy from Greeop. Several freighters and transports, covered by two ESCs, the “Rahj´s Pride” and the “Dragon’s breath”, most likely ships returning to the core worlds after supplying the Rebel Squadrons with needed foodstuffs and other needed supplies.





Praetorian Flight III identified all ships and disabled the YT-2400 carrying Kirian Darkstar. The remaining Tie Praetor fought with the Rebel fighters exiting the ESCs. In the middle of the battle, the ISD Intrepid arrived launching Copperhead and Viper Squadrons to clear the remaining rebel fighters and destroy the ESCs.  





After Praetorian Flight III disabled the YT-2400, an ATR Turtle launched from the ISD Intrepid to capture it and arrest Kirian Darkstar. Finally.. After a long chase. 





Praetorian Squadron then landed aboard ISD Intrepid that brought them back to Emperor’s Hammer Space but first with a stop by in Karana System to drop out Kirian Darkstar in Vice Admiral Kano´s custody.


Vice Admiral Darksaber, this campaign turned out pretty well, he had recaptured Kirian Darkstar, and in the process managed to destroy a criminal Assault Frigate, gather intelligence information about Greeop, and totally destroy a convoy heading to the New Republic.
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